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-GREER, BURNS & CRfUN, LTD- 
***** * 312 360 9315- ********* 

GREER, BURNS & GRAIN, LTD. 

Attorneys at Law 
300 South Wacker Drive 

Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone (312) 360-0080 
Facsimile (312) 360-9315 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 



To: Winettc Date: August 29> 2m 

Fax: 703.746.6880 App . No . ; 09/398,126 

From: Michael Bergnach OuxRef: 2803.63294 

Number of pages including this cover page 3 



Ori^nal will : follow via mail _ follow via messenger xx_ not follow 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES OR ARE HAVING TROUBLE, PLEASE CALL 
IMMEDIATELY (312) 360-0080 AND ASK FOR MIKE BERGNACH 

messageT"^ — ^ — —i m 

Winette: 

Please find a copy of original Change of Mailing Address filed on April 15, 2003. After speaking 
with you by telephone today, it appears that it was never entered. Therefore, I am faxing you a copy 
Also included is the postcard and certificate of mailing. The certificate of mailing shows that this 
paper was sent on April 15, 2003, and the postcard shows a receiving date of April 21 2003 Since 
according to the postcard, the paper was received in OIPE, it may never have made it to the 
appropriate art unit 

Please call me with any questions or concerns, 

Thank you, 
Mike Bergnach 



********** CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE 
,a ™™*P*»y™Sfo* kesimile transmission contain information which may be confidential or privileged 

named en tins transmission sheet If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying 
oas^unono^ If^havereceivedZ 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Sasaki et al. 



09/398,126 

September 16, 1999 

LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY 
APPARATUS HAVING 
ALIGNMENT CONTROL FOR 
BRIGHTNESS AND RESPONSE 



Group Art Unit: 2871 
Examiner: Dudek, James A. 



/ hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as FIRST-CLASS mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO 
Box 1450, Alexananja. VA 22313-1450, on this date. 



Date: 




Attorneyjbr Applicants 
Registration No. 29.367 



PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF 
ABANDONMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.181(a) 

Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants' attorney hereby certifies through the evidence exhibited below that 
the Notice of Allowance for the about-identified application was not received, because it was 
mailed to the wrong address, and consequently, Applicants did not timely pay the issue fee, 
which resulted in the application becoming abandoned. Further, Applicants request that the 
Office mail a new Notice of Allowance to the correct address, and, in doing so, reset the time 



period for payment. 



Enclosed is a copy of the Notice of Allowance for the above-identified 
application having an incorrect correspondence mailing address. The address on the Notice 
of Allowance is 233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 8660, Chicago, IL 60606. The correct 
correspondence address at the time of the mailing was 300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 2500, 
Chicago, IL 60606. Therefore, the Notice of Allowance was mailed to the wrong address. 

The Applicants' attorney made several requests to change the correspondence 
address before the Notice of Allowance was mailed. On February 19, 2002 and April 15, 
2003, requests for a change of address were mailed to the PTO. Copies are enclosed with 
postcard receipts. Also, on August 29, 2003, because the correspondence address still had 
not been changed, our staff resent a copy of the April 1 5 Request to the PTO via fax. The 
correspondence address was finally changed on September 15, 2003. The Notice of 
Allowance was mailed on July 1, 2003, which is before the correspondence address was 
actually changed by the PTO. Therefore, the Applicants' attorney never received the Notice 
of Allowance due to the failure of the PTO to change its records, and through no fault of 
Applicants. 

Applicants' attorney's office staff found that the Notice of Allowance was 
mailed only through routine check of the status of the application on October 8, 2003. A 
group 2800 customer service representative sent a copy of the Notice of Allowance to the 
attorney's office at that time. 

To further establish that Applicants' attorneys never received the Notice of 
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Allowance, enclosed is a statement from Patrick G. Burns, the attorney for Applicants. His 
statement attests to the fact that through a search of the file for the above-identified 
application and of the corresponding docket records, the Notice of Allowance was not found 
and there was no evidence indicating that it was ever received. Additionally, the enclosed 
docket records show that this case (file no.: 2803.63294) was waiting for a response to a 
previously filed RCE. (Applicants filed a RCE on April 8, 2003.) No dates, however, were 
docketed for the Notice of Allowance. Enclosed are printouts from September 30, 2003 
through October 4, 2003 comprising every event docketed at the attorney's office. If the 
Notice of Allowance had been received and docketed, it would appear in the docket record 
on October 1, 2003, which is three months from its mailing date. 

The usual practice when the attorney's staff receives a Notice of Allowance is 
to enter the mailing date into field No. 6 on the docket record for a response to the 
amendment. This date completes the record. Next, a new docket record is generated from 
the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance to remind the attorney of the corresponding due 
date. In this case, neither of the above actions happened, which provides evidence that the 
Notice of Allowance was never received by the attorney's office and hence, never docketed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required 
for this application to Deposit Account No. 07-2069. However, the above showing should 
sufficiently indicate that the Notice of Allowance was sent to the wrong address and, 
likewise, the Office should mail a new Notice of Allowance without a charge for the petition. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 




Registration No. 29,367 

October 20, 2003 
Suite 2500 

300 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 360-0080 
Customer No. 24978 

F:\DATA\WP60\2803\63294\PETITION TO WITHDRAW FROM ABANDONMENT.DOC 
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2803.63294 PATENT 
> p ?\ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



OCT 2 3 2MB gWfcant: 

Jerial No.: 
Filed: 
For: 



Sasaki et al. 

09/398,126 

September 16, 1999 

LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY 
APPARATUS HAVING 
ALIGNMENT CONTROL FOR 
BRIGHTNESS AND RESPONSE 



Group Art Unit: 2871 
Examiner: Dudek, James A. 



/ hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as FIRST-CLASS mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this date. 



Date: 



Attorney fbTApplicants 
Registration No. 29,367 



STATEMENT OF PATRICK G. BURNS 



Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I, Patrick G. Bums, attest to the following: 

1 . I am licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois, and I am registered 
to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ("PTO"). I have primary 
responsibility for the above-referenced application. I am assisted by the staff and several 
attorneys of Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd., ("GBC"). 

2. GBC has established procedures for processing papers sent to and 
received from the PTO in connection with patent applications. Among other things, all 



documents received from the PTO are date stamped by the mailroom, and given to the 
docketing department with the file. Relevant dates are entered into a computer database, and 
the dates entered are independently verified. For applications like the present application, a 
copy of the document is immediately sent to the client. The file is then given to someone for 
action, if needed. 

3 . A Notice of Allowance was mailed to the wrong address for the above- 
identified case and never received at GBC. During a routine check of the status of the above- 
identified file conducted between GBC staff and a group 2800 customer service 
representative at the PTO, it was discovered that a Notice of Allowance was mailed on July 
1, 2003. A subsequent search of the file was conducted to locate the Notice of Allowance. 
The search revealed, however, that there was no evidence of a Notice of Allowance in the 
file and, according to the file, it was never received. The group 2800 customer service 
representative faxed the Notice of Allowance to GBC staff. The mailing address printed on 
the Notice of Allowance was an incorrect and old address, of which GBC had previously 
requested a change. Requests for change of address were mailed to the PTO from GBC 
multiple times on February 19, 2002 (Exh. A), April 15, 2003 (Exh. B), and August 29, 2003 
(Exh. C). The request for address change was finally processed, and the address was 
changed on September 15, 2003, despite all of GBC's efforts to properly inform the PTO of a 
new correspondence address. 
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4. Prior to the current missing Notice of Allowance, the above-identified 
file was properly docket at GBC. In this case, the last substantial correspondence between 
the PTO and GBC was a RCE mailed on April 8, 2003 in response to an Advisory Action 
mailed on April 2, 2003 (Exh. D). A search of the GBC docket record revealed that the 
docket clerk properly docketed the RCE according the normal routine. Likewise, according 
to the docket record, the status of the case was due to be routinely checked on October 8, 
2003 (Exh. D). The docket record shows no evidence that the Notice of Allowance was 
received and entered into the docket system on July 1, 2003. Also, the docket record shows 
that no reminder dates were generated for the issue fee due date of October 1 , 2003 (Exh. E). 

5 . GBC ' s failure to respond to the July 1 , 2003 Notice of Allowance and 
timely pay the issue fee by October 1, 2003 was due to the failure to receive the Notice of 
Allowance and not due to any errors on our part. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Executed: 2^ &*J~&3 




F :\Data\WP60\2803\63 294\BumsPetitionStatement . DOC 
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2803.63294 PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFTCF. 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
For: 

Art Unit: 



Sasaki et al. 



09/398,126 



September 16. 1999 

LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY 
APPARATUS 



2871 



/ hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as FIRST-CLASS mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. 
Washington, D C. 20231, on this date. 

Date fCeitsfration No. 29.367 

F-CLASS.WCM Attorney for Applicants 

Appr. February 20, 1998 



CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 




Please direct all future correspondence for this application as follows: 

Patrick G. Burns, Esq. 
Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 
300 S. Wacker Dr. - 25th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Tel.: (312)360-0080 



February 19, 2002 

300 S. Wacker Dr. - Ste. 2500 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Tel.: (312)360-0080 
Fax.: (312)360-9315 



Respectfully submitted, 
GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 
By 




Patrick G. Burns 
Registration No. 29,367 



Customer Number: 2497$ 



K :303-oj:o-i Chi- g c AJd-css Joe 



lnre Patent AppUcation of P ~ 

Sf?.S.S CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS PGB:~ 
Serial No. 09/398,126 - Filed: 9/16/99 Feb. 19, ZOOZ 

Enclosed is a Change of Mailing Address form; and Certificate of Mailing. 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents f!fffl ,i 
Please acknowledge receipt of the above-identified 
document by applying the Patent and Trademark Office receipt hereto and 
mailing this card. 

Respectfully, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 




SasTki et e aT APPUCati ° n ° f PATENT APPLICATION 

For: LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS ™ ^Sw/ei^ 

Serial No. 09/398,126 - Filed: 9/16/99 Feb 1^, 2002 

Enclosed is a Change of Mailing Address form; and Certificate of Mailing. 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Please acknowledge receipt of the above-identified 
document by applying the Patent and Trademark Office receipthSnd 
mailing this card. "^Ftt 0 SgPv 

Respectfully, /° 
GREER, BURttS_£t-CRAIN, LTD. / ^oaflB f 

>S TR^ 



2803.63294 PATENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re U.S. Application of: 

Applicant: Sasaki et al. 

Serial No.: 09/398,126 

Filed: September 16, 1999 

For: LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY 

APPARATUS 

Art Unit: 2871 



I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as FIRST-CLASS mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D£., 20231, on this date. 



Date 




Registration No. 48.310 



Agent for Applicant 



CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS / 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



• APR 



15 



?n ni 



Dear Sir: 



Please direct all future correspondence concerning the above-identified 



application to the following address: 



Patrick G. Burns, Esq. 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

300 S. Wacker Drive - Suite 2500 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

Tel.: (312) 360-0080 

Fax: (312)360-9315 

Respectfully submitted, 



April 15, 2003 

300 S. Wacker Drive - Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Tel.: (312)360-0080 
Fax.: (312)360-9315 
Customer Number: 24978 



GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 

By ^^H^^-~^ 
Michael J. Bergnach 
Registration No. 48,310 



r 



U.S. Patent Application: 09/398,126 - Sasaki etal. 
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS 
Filed: September 16, 1999 Attorney Docket: 

Request for Change of Address; and Certificate of First-Class Mailing. 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Please acknowledge receipt of the above identified documents by 
applying the Patent and Trademark Office receipt hereto and mailing this card. 

Respectfully, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 



PATENT 
PGB:mb 
2803.63294 
April 15, 2003 



U 
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U S Patent Application: 09/398,126 - Sasaki otai 

LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS PATENT 

Filed: September 16 1999 « PGB:mb 

Attorney Docket: 2803.63294 
April 15, 2003 

* equ ^^^ Mailin - 

Commissioner fcr Patents ~' : " — : — 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

the P^SS^SSL"^^ ** * 0W Wen " ed docu * 
"J*^* Iraj*™* Office rece.pt hereto and mailing this card 

V \^ Respectfully, 

.GREER, BURNS & CRAIN LTD - 




Calendar File (8) 



1 . Case Number 

2 . Due Date 

3 . Time Start 

4 . Time End 

5 . Employee Number 

6. Date Completed 

7. In Case Summary? (Y/N) 

8. Type (A, T, M, R, blank) 

9. Plan Batch Number 

10. Batch Date Code (0,1,2,3) 

11. Transaction Code 

12 . Description 

13 . Country Code 

14 . Comments 



2803 .63294 
04/08/2003 



: 2 Patrick G. Burns 
: 04/08/2003 
: N 
: T 

: 16644 
: 3 

: US--0/A Response or Appeal Bar, 6 Months 
(Final 0/A Amdt. Filed 3/10/03) (JCS) 

: sb File RCE 4/8/03 



1 



Calendar File (8) 

1 . Case Number 

2 . Due Date 

3 . Time Start 

4 . Time End 

5 . Employee Number 

6 . Date Completed 

7. In Case Summary? (Y/N) 

8. Type (A, T, M, R, blank) 

9. Plan Batch Number 

10. Batch Date Code (0,1,2,3) 

-11. Transaction Code 

12. Description 

13 . Country Code 
• 14 . Comments 



2803.63294 
10/08/2003 



2 Patrick G. Burns 

N 
T 

18447 
2 

US- -Status Check (No Office Action Received) 



10 /06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

nob/™ 09/29/03 ///// 

PGB/JPF 1115.64887 - 



Action: Report to Client, 1 Month Reminder (JPF) 



Page.- is 



n „ , \\W\ 09/29/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 1503.66255 - 



Action: Report to Client, 1 Month Reminder 



\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/LJC 2206.65032 -EP 



Action: EP-Annuity fee; 3 month reminder (Europe) 



\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/LJC 2206.65031 -EP 



Action: EP-Annuity fee; 3 month reminder (Europe) 



10/06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/JPF 941.64840 - 



Action: US--0/A Response or Appeal, 5 Months (4th Reminder to Client 9/25/03) (J 
F) 



\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 2206.63607 - 



Action: US -Issue Fee, Publication Fee, Formal Drawings & Certified Priority Doc 
ment, 1 Month Reminder 



\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 3408.66544 - 



Action: US- -Request for Reconsideration, 2 Months (Report to Client 9/15/03) (JC 

) 



\\\\\ 09/30/03 ///// 

PGB/LJC 2206.64629 - 



Action: EP-Annuity Fee, 3 Month Reminder (Europe) 



10/06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/JCS 671.66961 - 



Action: US- -File Utility Application, Bar Date (Provisional) (2nd Reminder to C 
- ient 9/29/03) JCS 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 671.64824 - 



Action: US--0/A Response, 5 Months (4th Reminder to CLient 9/26/03) 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/JCS 671.66966 - 



Action: US-Proofread Patent, 3 Months since issue 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/PGB 1115.65122 - 



Action: US-Proofread Patent, 3 Months since issue 



10/06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/PGB 1912.68128 - 



Action: US- -Claim for Priority, 1 Month Reminder 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/PGB 1114.64904 - 



Action: US-Proofread Patent, 3 Months since issue 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 2500.65168 - 



Action: US -Preparation of Formal Drawings & Amendment Should Begin, 3 Week Remi 
der(JPF) 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

PGB/JCS 941.65667 - 



Action: US -Preparation of Formal Drawings & Amendment Should Begin, 3 Week Remi 
der (Rec'd Instructions 10/1/03) Pay ASAP 



Detailed Patent Docket Report 
Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 

2206.61997 - 



Action: JP-Response to Office Action, 2 Week Reminder (Japan) 



\\\\\ 10/01/03 ///// 
PGB/PGB 1115.64901 - 



Action: US-Conduct Interview W/Examiner (Client Instructions 9/24/03) JCS 



\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 
PGB/PGB 2803.65174 - 



Action: US--0/A Response or Appeal, 4 Months (Final O/A Amdt . Filed 9/2/3) 



\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 
PGB/PGB 1324.68134 - 



10/06/03 
PGB/LJC 



Action: US- -Corrected IDS Due 



10/06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 

PGB/LJC 2206.66001 - 



Action: UK-Response to Office Action, 3 Month Reminder (United Kingdom) (Ltr. t 
. client 7/24/03 and 8/21/03 and 9/12/03) 



\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 

PGB/PGB 2309.63810 - 



Action: US No-Fee O/A Response, 3 Months (Rec'd Instructions 8/28/03)) (JCS) 



\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 941.65982 - 



Action: US -Preparation of Formal Drawings & Amendment Should Begin, 3 WeeK Remi 
der(JKF) 



\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 

PGB/PGB 1508.65026 - 



Action: US -Preparation of Formal Drawings & Amendment Should Begin, 3 Week Remi 
der (Reminder to Client 9/26/03) 



10/06/03 Detailed Patent Docket Report Page: 25 

Greer, Burns & Crain, Ltd. 

\\\\\ 10/02/03 ///// 

PGB/JCS 941.64697 - 



Action: US -Preparation of Formal Drawings & Amendment Should Begin, 3 Week Remi 
der (Reminder to Client 9/26/03) JCS 



\\\\\ 10/03/03 ///// 

PGB/JPF 941.65907 - 



Action: Report to Client, 1 Month Reminder (JPF) 



\\\\\ 10/04/03 ///// 

PGB/LJC 2206.62126 -CA 



Action: CA-Maintenance fee; 3 month reminder (Canada) 



\\\\\ 10/06/03 ///// 

PGB/JKF 1990.66389 - 



Action: US- -Status Check (No Office Action Received) 



